RICHELIEU
northern Italy, Gasale Monferrato and Mantua, from
falling into the hands of France. Spain, Savoy and the
Emperor formed a league to prevent the Due de Nevers
from taking possession of his fief, and to demand a division.
The Duke of Savoy, Charles Emmanuel, immediately
threw his troops into the disputed territories, and Gonsalvo
de Cordova besieged Casale.
So long as he was engaged at La Rochelle, Richelieu
allowed these operations to continue; but as soon as he
was free he hurled himself into this new enterprise. Once
more he found himself faced by his constant foes, Spain
and the House of Austria. He could not allow them to
recover in Montferrat what he had taken from them in
Valtellina. No doubt the Protestants of the south-west,
under the orders of Rohan, maintained a state of war
against France; but the taking of La Rochelle had removed
their refuge, and there would be plenty of time later for
delivering the final blow. The Italian affair, on the other
hand, was pressing. Richelieu therefore hastily called
together all his troops and, though just returned from La
Rochelle, he departed with Louis xin, once more ex-
changing the sacerdotal vestments for breastplate, cuirass
and sword, to direct in person this expedition. He had
shown that he could conduct a siege; he now proceeded,
with an impetuosity which confounded his adversary, to
wage a mobile war. By dint of forced marches the French
army crossed the Alps. Richelieu seemed to be one with
his horse. He sped along the roads without pause.
Louis xm was happy; his two grand passions were music
and war; thanks to the Cardinal he could at least satisfy
the second.
The   expedition   at   this   season  was   difficult.    The
Austrian leaders considered it impossible, and smiled at
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